ABSTRACT. A series of spiders was collected during a summer season from the alpine zone of Mt. Wrangell, Alaska (62'N, 144"W). Most of the species collected have also been taken from lowland sites in the boreal forest and the Arctic and have extensive ranges in the northern nearctic. Some of these species also occur in the palearctic. The dominant families were the Linyphiidae (Erigoninae and Linyphiinae) and the Lycosidae, the only families represented by more than two species within a family. The other families represented were the Agelenidae, Araneidae, Dictynidae, Salticidae and Thomisidae. A phalangid and trombidiiform mite were also coHected.
INTRODUCTION
M i l e the above quote by Mani refers to insects, it is clear from the thrust of his book that he included al1 terrestrial arthropods within his scope, and the quote is certainly applicable to the arachnids as well. In 1978 one of us (RS) made a solo expedition to study the biology and geology of the southern and western flanks of Mt. Wrangell, southeastern Alaska, approximately 62"N, 144"W. Collections were made between 6 June and 22 July in the alpine zone. In 1980 an additional specimen was procured on a shorter trip to the region. A privately printed brochure (Saltmarch, 1978) provides details of the descriptive biology and geology and of the expedition. The Appendix lists the collecting sites by locality with habitat information. This detailed appendix is necessary for archival reasons, as it is unlikely that arachnids will be collected at any time in the near future in the area. The alpine zone as used in this paper refers to regions above the local treeline. Camps were pitched beside flowing water, thus accounting for bias toward Stream or riverside collecting sites.
METHODS
Spiders were collected by handpicking or by sweeping vegetation. No attempt was made to be quantitative, the goal being to record the species present at the different sites and in different Table 1 lists the spiders caught by index number to location and habitat. At only three localities -S826, S830 and S837 -were there as many as five species represented, and at only the first locality were three families represented. All three sites were densely vegetated near water.
General observations were that lycosids were abundant wherever vegetation occurred. The orb webs of Aculepeira carbonarioides (Araneidae), which occur in boulder fields and on cliff faces, were about 35 cm in diameter. One contained a captured crane fly (Tipulidae). The jumping spider Chalcoscirtus carbonarius (Salticidae) was abundant on one rock slide where there were numerous retreats; there were immature specimens as well as the females taken.
Of those 15 spider species for which reliable geographic data Table 2) . Only 3 species have not been found in nonmontane sites and are probably strictly montane. Of the purely montane species, Aculepeira carbonarioides dwell on boulder fields and cliff faces and Chalcoscirtus carbonarius on talus slopes. These habitats are more typical of montane environments. While most of the species from the alpine zone of Mt. Wrangell occur on lowland sites, together the species form a biota incorporating some species from both the low Arctic and the boreal forest, with a few montane specialists. As can be seen from Table 2 , the ranges of these species tend to be extensive, some being palearctic as well as nearctic. Mani (1968) noted and summarized this situation well: The family distribution is what one would expect in a northem alpine environment. Undoubtedly pitfall trapping would have uncovered other species and genera, and perhaps a few families such as Gnaphosidae and Hahniidae. This would not alter the dominant position of the Linyphiidae and Lycosidae. These two families are prominent in the temperate areas of the northern hemisphere (Kaston, 1981) and become predominant in the boreal, arctic, and montane regions (Gertsch, 1979) .
OTHER ARACHNIDS
At sites S837 and S840 a male and immature phalangids of the species Liopilio yukon Cokendolpher were collected. The range of this species includes the west arctic coast of Alaska and the mountains of southeastern Alaska and the southern Yukon Temtory (Cokendolpher, 198 1) . Trombidiiform mites were collected at sites S826 and S837. Undoubtedly mites form a common element of the fauna, but they were not specifically sought in this study. 
